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Catholic

Pope Francis sends message to

Youn§ Saints

Brazilian youth meeting in Aparecida

Pope Francis has sent a message to the National :
Youth Meeting at the Sanctuary of Aparecidain
Brazil, inviting young people to turn their lives

into leaven for a better Brazilian society.

His message came at the conclusion of the :
“Rota” (Way) 300 projects, which closed on July
29 with a large celebration at the sanctuary. The :

initiative celebrated 300 years since the discov-

ery of the statue of Our Lady of Aparecida in :

the Paraiba do Sul River.

a sign of hope and that she knows the difficul-
ties awaiting
young people. He
also  encouraged
them to live with a

missionary spirit.

“Dear friends, in
the midst of daily
uncertainties and
insecurities and in
the midst of the
precariousness
created by unjust

situations, you have one certainty. Mary is a
sign of hope who will impel you with a great :
missionary drive. She knows the difficulties

with which you live. Her attention and moth-

erly care help you know that you are not alone”

story of the poor fishermen, who, after an
unfruitful fishing expedition in the Paraiba do

discovered to their surprise a broken statue of :
. prayer.

Our Lady, encrusted with mud. They first
found the statue's body and then its head.

“As 1 told the Brazilian bishops in 2013, this
story holds an important symbolism. What was
divided has been reunited, just like the heart of

those fishermen and colonial Brazil once
divided by slavery, realities which found unity

has inspired””

- Communities, which are light and leaven

. f just and fraternal society.”
Pope Francis told the young people that Maryis : or @ morejustand fraternal society.

The Pope also recalled his message to

Pope Francis then invited the young people to
let their hearts be transformed by the encoun-
ter with the Mother of Aparecida.

¢ “May she transform the ‘nets’ of your lives —

nets of friendship, social networks, material
and virtual nets — realities which are often
divided, into something more meaningful.

. May they become communities! Missionary

communities ‘going out into the world’

the CELAM
Meeting
earlier this
year, asking
young people “not to
be afraid to take risks
and to work to build
a new society, imbu-
ing social, political,
economic, and
university ~ environs
with the force of the
Gospel!”

“Do not be afraid to fight corruption, and do
not let yourselves be seduced by it! Trusting in

. the Lord, whose presence is the source of

abundant life, and under Mary’s mantle, you

: can rediscover the creativity and strength of
The Holy Father also recalled the Brazilian : v : Yy 'gt
- being protagonists for a culture of unity and,

- therefore, create new paradigms to guide the

. life of Brazil”
Sul River, cast their nets one more time and :

Pope Francis concluded his message with a

“May Our Lady — who in her youth
knew how to courageously embrace the
call of God for her life and go forth to

those most in need — walk ahead of you,

. guiding you in all her ways!”
in the faith, which the black statue of Our Lady :

<August 1%t 2017, Vatican Radio>

* OUR LADY OF APARECIDA -

Our Lady of Aparecida, a title of
the Blessed Virgin Mary in the
traditional form associated with
the Immaculate Conception
related to a clay statue bearing
the same title. The image is
widely venerated by Brazilian
Catholics, who consider her
as the principal patroness of
Brazil. Historical accounts
state that the statue was
originally found by three
fishermen who miracu-
lously caught much fish
after invoking the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
The statue is currently
housed in the Basilica of the

National Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida
in Aparecida, Sao Paulo, Brazil.

~2017-

SUMMER
A CAMP 2

o WHEN : Aug 11(Fri) - Aug 13(Sun)

« WHO : Rising 4" to 8t" grade

o WHERE : Pine Creek Retreat Center
(1794 Back Creek Road, Gore, VA 22637 )

« COST : 1Camper-$120
2 OFr more from the same family - $100 / person
« Registration : Sundays, July9-August6
(after 10am & 11:40am Mass at the cafeteria)
« For more information :
please contact Chris Suh (M=28l)
chris.dong.suh@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENT

1. 2017-2018 Sunday School Registration
» When : Sundays, Aug. 6-Aug. 27
(after 10am & 11:40am Mass)

» Where : Hasang Building Lobby
« Fee : 1 child/family $80

2 children/family $150

3 children & more/family $200

(checks or cash)

« For more information,
contact Yunchong Boyle at (703) 371-3589
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