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Father Chung’ s Ho

Ask, seek, and knock.”

The Lord has decided to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah
because their sins were so grave. The Lord, in the appear-
ance of the three men, told Abraham about his plan to
destroy them. Thinking that there were many righteous
people in the cities, Abraham asked God, “Will you really
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there
were fifty righteous people in the city; would you really
sweep away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty
righteous people within it?” God answered that he would
not destroy if there were fifty righteous people.

Abraham continuously asked God and the number got
down to ten. Abraham persisted, “Please, do not let my
Lord be angry if I speak up this last time. What if ten are
found there?” “For the sake of the ten”, he replied, “T will
not destroy it.” Knowing that there were not even ten

righteous people in the city, Abraham could not ask more.

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to
pray just as John taught his disciples.” Jesus taught them “The
Lord’s Prayer’. Luke’s version of the Lord’s Prayer is a little
shorter than Matthew’s version, but the messages are the
same. In the first part, we pray for God’s Kingdom to come.
And in the second part, we ask for our daily bread. Finally,
we ask for forgiveness of the sins and leading from the

temptations.

The Lord says we must pray persistently. He tells us the
following parable: “Suppose one of you has a friend to
whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three
loaves of bread for a friend of mine has arrived at my house
from a journey and I have nothing to offer him, and he says
in reply from within, ‘T cannot get up to give you anything’”
The Lord continued, “I tell you, if he does not get up to give
him the loaves because of their friendship, he will get up to

give him whatever he needs because of his persistence.”

The Lord says, “And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who
seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be

opened.”

We sometimes get disappointed when we ask God for
something, God often pretends not to hear us or appears
not to allow us to get something. However, the Lord gives
us everything we ask for because he loves us so much.
Abraham persistently asked for the mercy of God in front of
Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction. We must pray

persistently in any circumstances.
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saintstry  Saint James the Greater  Feast day: july 25
Nothing is known of St. James the Greater's early
life, though it has been established that he is the
son of Zebedee and Salome and brother of John
the disciple. The title “the Greater” was added to
St. James' name to help distinguish him from the
Apostle James “the Less,” who is believed to have
been shorter than James “the Greater.”

Saint James the Greater was one of Jesus' first
disciples. James was fishing with his father and
John the Apostle when Jesus came to the shores
of the Sea of Galilee and called for the fisherman,
who were unable to catch any fish that day, to dip
their nets in the water once again. When the
fishermen followed Jesus' instructions, they
found their nets full, and after emptying the fish
on board, the boats nearly sank from their weight.

Later, James was one of only three called by Jesus to witness his Transfiguration,
and when he and his brother wanted to call fire upon a Samaritan town, both were
rebuked by Jesus. Following Christ's Ascension, James spread the Gospel across
Israel and the Roman Kingdom as well. He traveled and spread the Word for nearly
forty years in Spain. It is said that one day, as he prayed, The Blessed Virgin Mary
appeared to him and asked him to build her a church, which he did.

Later, James returned to Jerusalem but was martyred for his faith by King Herod,
who decapitated him. Saint James the Greater is known as the first apostle to die.

As he was not allowed to be buried following his martyrdom, his remains were
taken to Compostela, Spain, by some of his followers, who buried him. In the ninth
century his remains were discovered and moved to a tomb in Santiago de Compos-
tela. Today, his remains can still be found in the Cathedral of Santiago. Because
Santiago de Compostela is the most frequently visited place pilgrims migrate to
following Rome and Jerusalem, Pope Leo declared it a shrine.

* Guido Reni, <Saint James>

St. Christopher

the patron Saint of travelers Feast day: July 25

Saint Christopher is one of the most popular, yet most
enigmatic Catholic figures. He is considered a saint,
although he is not in the official canon of the saints. He
is listed as a martyr, possibly named Reprobus, who
died under the Roman Emperor Decius, in 251 AD. Most
Catholics refer to him as Saint Christopher anyway, and
his medals and devotions are among the most common
in Catholicism. Other than his listing as a martyr, there
are no primary sources referring to St. Christopher, only
legends.

One day, a child approached St. Christopher by the
river and asked to be helped across. St. Christopher
obliged. However, as he entered midstream, the river
rose and the child's weight grew and became extremely
heavy. It was only by great exertion that St. Christopher
safely delivered the child to the other side.

When St. Christopher asked the child why he was so heavy, the child explained that
He was the Christ and when St. Christopher carried Him, he also carried the weight of
the whole world on his shoulders. The child then vanished.

Because he is not officially recognized by the Church, he has no date of beatification
or canonization. Despite these technicalities, it is widely thought that he was real and
that he continues to intercede on behalf of Christians, especially children, today.

* Dieric Bouts, <Saint Christopher>
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday School seek catechists & assistants for the
2016-2017 school year.
Please contact Yunchong Boyle at (703) 371-3589 or
email at spc15.re.admyc@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

CCD & CYO Summer camp registration
*When: July 24 « Where : Cafeteria

* Y %
o WHEN : August 12 (Fri) - August 14(Sun)
« WHO : Rising 4™ - Rising 8™

grade students
o WHERE : Pine Creek Retreat Center

1794 Back Creek Road, Gore, VA 22637
« Registration Fee: $100/per participant

ﬁkﬂik
TREAT CEniir

¢® " SUMMER CAMP

o WHEN : August 4 (Thur) at 1PM ~
August 7 (Sun) at 3PM
» WHO : Rising 9*" — Graduated 12
grade students
o WHERE : Makemie Woods Campsite
(Richmond, VA)
» Regular Registration : July 17, 2016
« Registration Fee:
- Regular Registration: $110
- 2 or more children per family:
$80 per student
- Late Registration: July 24, 2016 ($125)
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